
 
 

Mr Antonio Guterres 

Secretary General of the United Nations 

 

Ref:  Joao Manuel Oliveira Rendeiro 

 Prison Conditions Westville Prison 

 Kwazulu Natal 

 South Africa 

 

Dear Sirs 

 
JOAO MANUEL OLIVEIRA RENDEIRO 
 

1. We act on behalf of Joao Manuel Oliveira Rendeiro in South Africa. 

 

2. My client is a Portuguese National. He was arrested on 11 December 2021. 

Bail was denied and he was sent to Westville prison. 

 
3. My client is almost 70 years old and suffers from a heart condition caused by 

rheumatic fever. Such a condition requires constant monitoring and this is 

even more prevalent at my client’s age. This was confirmed by the doctor at 

Westville. 

 
4. There are no real medical facilities at Westville and no equipment to properly 

monitor the condition. I have asked for the client to be treated by a specialist 

cardiologist and received no reply. 

 
5. Tubercolosis and infection is prevalent at the prison and this would be 

particularly harmful to my client as his condition is susceptible to infections. 



 
6. The prison medical facility is in fact a small infirmary and our client can only 

attend there once a week on a Wednesday. 

 
7. Last week our client became ill. No tests were performed. Our client had a 

high fever and a clear cough and had to wait until Wednesday to get 

treatment and was only able to see the nurse. 

 
8. The conditions in the prison are appalling. There are over 50 people in our 

client’s cell and no real bedding. A duvet was not permitted. The cell is about 

180m2. That is about 1,4 m2 per person.  

 
9. The cell is most unsanitary. The toilettes don’t flush and there is not hot 

water. During the 40 days that our client has been incarcerated the water 

has been off twice for over 24 hours. The electricity is frequently down due to 

faulty switches. 

 
10. Food is made available twice a day. Breakfast at 8am is composed of bread 

and porridge. Lunch at about 12h30 is composed of vegetables, meat and 

bread. Frequently there is nothing but bread. The prisoner are locked in 

there cells at about 15h00 each day to 07h00 the next day and have to save 

some food for some sort of dinner if they can. 

 
11. My client advises me that it is common knowledge that detainees may be 

subject to brutal beatings by staff for various alleged infractions.  

 

12. The situation at Westville is further exasperated by violent criminals who will 

strike out violently for simple point scoring. Our client feels safe where he is 

but when forced to mingle with other prisoners the situation becomes 

uncontrollable. Our client has been subject to extortion attempts and has 

little to protect himself. 

 
13. We reach out to you on the instructions of our client as this has become a 

matter of life and death. Our client’s age and health coupled with the 

horrendous conditions is a ticking time bomb. We further are instructed to 



point out the atrocities and rights violations in the hope of assisting other 

prisoners. 

 
14. Clearly the prison is a breach of our client’s human rights and we are 

instructed to request that the UN Commission on Human Rights attend and 

inspect Westville prison as soon as possible to ensure that the conditions 

are improved. 

 

 
Yours sincerely 

 

JUNE MARKS 


